




ABOUT THE COVER: For SLUG’s crossover issue highlighting local music and graphic design, Shawn LeBoutillier created an 
avant-garde, jazz-inspired cover with a touch of Halloween flair. Check out his layout on page 6 and find his work at thirteentones.com.
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Livi McDaniel sure knows a thing or two 
about putting together a clean, stunning 
graphic or layout on the fly. As SLUG’s 
Design Intern, her passion for design and 
incredible eye for for aesthetics kicks our design 
team up a notch. See Livi’s layout for Sunspell Records on page 25.

Whether he’s reviewing an album or 
conducting an interview, Joe Roberts’ 
passion for music is infectious and always 
shines in his brilliant writing. Chances are, 
you’ve seen him at a wide range of local shows, 
too! Read Joe’s interview with luthier J. Luke Heaton on page 22.
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Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!6



Sitting in a coffee shop talking music with Melissa Chilinski 
is like opening a box of sunshine. Chilinski is the founder 

of the Trash Moon Collective, a nonprofit that promotes and 
supports the bluegrass, old-time and roots scene in SLC. 

They bring together local bands to jam together and square 
dance at events like the Cosmic Hootenanny. “I just want to 
continue to be a platform for people to stand on,” she says,

By Russ Holsten
russholsten@gmail.com
Photo: Ashley Christenson
Design: Maddie Hoggan

“so musicians—at whatever
level—don’t feel like their 
little islands are isolated.”

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!8



OUR FIRST
LOCAL SHOW
Utah Bands Who Made It Big 
Reflect on Their Roots
By Asha Pruitt  • asha@slugmag.com

Chelsea Grin, Krooked Kings, The Moss, 
Neon Trees, The Used… What do these 
legendary bands all have in common? Be-
fore they were selling out stadiums and 
touring internationally, each of them 
(and many others) got their start right 
here in the Beehive State. SLUG reached 
out to the biggest musical groups who 
originally came out of Utah with a sim-
ple request: Tell us about the first lo-
cal show you ever played.

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!10



Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!12



For local hip-hop dancer and educator 
Jeffrey Louizia, dance is a powerful tool 
of expression. “I love that I can transfer 
the language anywhere; wherever 
I travel, dance seems universal,” 
Louizia remarks. He utilizes his 
dance roots in traditional Haitian 

By India Bown  •  skyebown@icloud.com
Design: Alex Guzman  ||  Photos by John Taylor

with
Jeffrey Louizia

folkloric movement within his choreography 
and teachings. Turntable scratching, masters 

of ceremonies, breaking, graffiti artistry 
and knowledge discovery are qualities of 

hip-hop culture that makes the art form 
compelling to Louizia.

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!14



Read the full reviews (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!



Since its founding in 2015, the SLC Synth Alliance 
has been a cornerstone for the Beehive State’s elec-
tronic music community.  Over the better part of 
a decade, collective founder and self-proclaimed 
“sonic researcher” Chris Nielsen has worked to 
make the Alliance a space for performance and 
gnarly digital noise. His focus on live mixing, 
physical tech and community creates a space 
where local musicians like fezmaster, Anode 
and Proxy Wars have found like-minded art-
ists and audiences.Photo: John Barkiple

CHRIS NIELSEN
and the SLC Synth Alliance

By Peter Eckhardt  •  peter.eckhardt711@gmail.com

 Design: Vella Price

CHRIS NIELSEN
and the SLC Synth Alliance

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!18



By Leah Call  |  leahcall267@gmail.com
Photo courtesy of Hartebeest  |  Design: Allen Muy

WhySound, Logan’s vibrant DIY music venue since 2009, serves as a sanctuary for those seeking a community 
beyond traditional church settings. Embraced by Logan-based band Hartebeest as the “Church of WhySound,” 
it offers a space where music becomes a form of worship and acceptance. With its eclectic atmosphere and 
commitment to inclusivity, WhySound bridges cultural divides, drawing parallels to Kilby Court in Salt Lake 
City. It’s a haven for both the post-religious and the devoutly faithful.

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!20



J. Luke Heaton of Whittlesticks Expert Repair in Cedar City is a Martin and Taylor-
certified instrument retailer and luthier who builds and restores stringed instruments of all 
varieties. Though he’s been a lifelong musician, Heaton chose to be a luthier after an accident 
left his upright bass broken at the neck. Without any repair options in Southern Utah, Heaton 
knew there was a gap to be filled and began down the path that led him to where he is today. 

By Joe Roberts  •  joeroberts256@gmail.com
Photos courtesy of J. Luke Heaton

Design: aubreycalapp.com

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!22



Wren Kennedy and Joe Pedersen have evolved to become the backbone of the local music communi-
ty, with Sunspell Records born from an idea in 2016. Having played music for decades and studied sound 

manipulation, this duo is unparalleled in their complementing strengths and expertise. Navigating the 
complexities of the COVID-19 pandemic shortly after opening in 2019, the pair exhibited resilience in 

inspiring artists to continue their musical pursuit. Sunspell Records celebrated its fifth anniversary in 
August, proving their dedication to excellence in quality of sound and support for local artists.

sunspellsunspell
recordsrecords

THE BEST PLACE TO BE IS HERE, AT

By  Emily Ward  ·  edubsmcfly@outlook.com   |   Photo: Chay Mosqueda    |   Design:  Livi McDaniel 

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com! 25



The brainchild of off-again, on-again rap producer Zach Anderson, 
Balduvian Bears is a slasher flick-inspired expression of mental turmoil 
and the experience of growing up in a hyper-religious environment 
under post-punk compositions. With an album on the way and an 
invitation to play abroad, Balduvian Bears grows alongside Anderson’s 
personal journey.  Catch him live with Mercy Seat and Proxy Wars at 
Kilby Court on October 17 for SLUG Localized.

BAlDUVIANBAlDUVIAN
BEARSBEARS
lOCAlIZEDlOCAlIZED

By Emma Anderson ·  emma@slugmag.com

Photos by Jovvany Villalobos

Design: Chris Bickmore

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com! 27



MERCY SEAT
Mercy Seat is the dark dream-pop project of DJ Ophelia May, to whom you owe thanks if you rejoice in the abundance of Goth Night 
events in Salt Lake City. Her music—which is, at the time of writing, only able to be experienced in a live setting—consists of ethereal 
soundscapes layered with her haunting vocals as a way to express May’s deepest emotions. Hear her set alongside Balduvian Bears 
and Proxy Wars at Kilby Court for this month’s SLUG Localized show on October 17.

LOCALIZED
By Emma Anderson ·  emma@slugmag.com Photo: Jovvany Villalobos Design: Chris Bickmore

Read the full story (plus a Q&A with the designer) on SLUGMag.com!28
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Ogden’s Haven 

for Subculture 
By Litzi Estrada • litzi1230@gmail.com

A
lthough local venues endured many hardships during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, it motivated many people to start things up 

again for the Salt Lake music scene. Julius Gray had been eager to 

open up Black Lung Society after the closure of one of his beloved 

all-ages venues, Gold Blood Collective. The new Black Lung Society location in 

Ogden has since impacted the hardcore scene as an inclusive all-ages venue 

with aspirations to keep building a community centered around music. 

TO BE CONTINUED...

details a’gory: check out

Burgertory
3197 S Redwood Rd, West Valley City

(385) 229-4074 | burgertoryslc.com
MON–THURS: 11AM–3PM, 5–8PM

FRI, SAT: 11AM–9PM 
SUN: 11AM–8PM

The spooky season brings delights of  fright and scare, so 
be brave and read on if  you dare… If  you’ve ever pondered 
where to find a new, scary-great burger near, worry not 
because West Valley’s Burgertory is here. Tasty, frightful, 
flavorful and delightful, you’ll wonder if  you’re in burger 
heaven… or hell. Either way, with every horror-filled bite, 
Burgertory will help you see the terror-ific burger blacklight! 

By Christian Ledek  • sea.ledek@gmail.com

Photos by Talyn Behzad • Design: @paultaylormason
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Daybreak Records is an online record auction, 
a physical store in Sandy and so much more. 
The tuxedo-wearing ringleader David Sherwood 
has developed a business and community much in 
the same way that he curates a top-notch record 
collection. His circuitous journey into selling 
records is as impressive as it is intentional.
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By James Orme • greaserjames@gmail.com
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Photos by Diego Andino 


